The recently released 1115 Medicaid waiver in North Carolina is unacceptable as currently
written. There are two vital components that must be revisited in order to meet the needs of
North Carolinians- closing the coverage gap for 500,000 North Carolinians t_hrqugh Medicaid
expansion and ensuring freedom of provider choice for family planning Medicaid patients.

Currently, there are hundreds of thousands of individuals living in North Carolina who fall into
the state's insurance gap. This gap is largely made up of individuals who are working low wage
Jobs that do not have the ability to purchase private health insurance and do not meet the state
standards to obtain Medicaid since state leaders refused to expand the program under the

Affordable Care Act. Included in this gap are parents with young children who are faced with the
choice of obtaining health insurance coverage or forgoing it to afford other basic necessities.

Lher.e a‘re. also real benefits for North Carolina citizens that would be obtained by expanding
edicaid in the state. In North Carolina, there are about a half million people in the state that

nNeéed and deserve access to affordable health care and without this access more than 1,000 of
these people will die each year.

In additi - e
patai::;m; tf’ Med'cafd expansion, it is vital that freedom of Provider Choice for family planning
S D& included in the 1115 waiver. Medicaid recipients deserve to be able to visit the

rovi i
r\ez;:er they kn.ow and trust. All people in North Carolina deserve to be able to chose their
care provider regardless of the services that they offer. CMS itself has made this clear yet

the North Carolina 1115 waiver elimi is i
Iminates this important provider choi *
our state at risk of losing our P P hoice. Not only would this put

federal Medicaid match, it would mean that many Medicai
A , edicaid
reécipients lose access to their trusted health care provider. V

. provided with the afford
care that is essential for quality lives. S5 Tmaih
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